
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1453 February 12, 2007 
Americans are without health insur-
ance. In New York 2.5 million are unin-
sured. In his State of the Union ad-
dress, President Bush vaguely outlined 
a proposal to deal with this very issue. 
I applaud the President for bringing 
this issue to the forefront of the de-
bate. 

However, I do not agree with the 
President’s plan. I am afraid his pro-
posal will raise health care costs for 
New York’s working class, while doing 
very little to help the 2.5 million unin-
sured. The money President Bush re-
quested for his plan can be better used 
to lower premiums and truly make 
health care affordable for all Ameri-
cans. 

Since the start of the 110th Congress 
the House has done the people’s work. 
We have raised the minimum wage, cut 
student loan interest rates, and helped 
Medicare beneficiaries. We have 
changed the focus of our Nation to help 
all Americans. 

The President’s budget request 
misses the mark and will harm already 
underfunded programs. We in Congress 
must devote more attention and fund-
ing to our Nation’s education and 
health care. These issues have been 
long underfunded for too long. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to refocus our priorities and 
fully fund our educational and health 
care programs. I know in the next 3 
days we are going to be debating Iraq, 
which I think is probably one of the 
most important issues facing this Na-
tion. 

But even with that, we as Democrats 
will continue doing the work of the 
American people and finally getting 
some work done that is going to help 
all Americans. That is what we as 
Democrats will do. That is what we 
pledged and we will follow through 
with that. 

f 

SUPPORT THE DRIVE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. KINGSTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to speak about House Resolu-
tion or House bill 670, which is a bill 
called the DRIVE Act; that is, the De-
pendency Reduction through Innova-
tive Vehicle and Energy Policy. 

It is a bill that ELIOT ENGEL and I 
have cosponsored. It has almost an 
equal number of Democrats and Repub-
lican cosponsors, up to about 60. And 
its goal is to reduce your oil consump-
tion by 20 percent in 20 years. What we 
did is sat down and said, how could we 
achieve that goal and do something for 
national security, something for the 
environment, and something for mom 
and dad back home and their pocket-
book? 

So we set out to try to stay true to 
those goals. We put fourth four things 
in it. To change consumer habits, we 
have doubled the tax credit for pur-
chase of hybrids, flex fuel vehicles, and 

biodiesel, anything that would drive on 
something besides gasoline. 

Secondly, we have sent a message to 
Detroit that we would like to see 80 
percent of the cars made in 10 years be 
at least flex fuel so that Wall Street 
will also follow suit and invest in flex 
fuel vehicles and hybrids and ethanol, 
things like that. If Wall Street knows 
that the government is behind it and 
the market is going to be there, then 
the investment dollars will follow. 

Too often what happens when the 
price of gasoline goes up, everyone 
rushes out and looks at alternatives; 
then when the price of gasoline goes 
down, everybody forgets all about it. 
We want to have a permanent invest-
ment stream from Wall Street. That is 
why it is a good method when you fol-
low what we did with air bags, the air 
bag model. 

Thirdly, we require the government 
to start scoring based on energy con-
sumption. When the government goes 
out and buys fleets of vehicles, we want 
to know, are you buying innovative ve-
hicles, flex fuels, hybrids and so forth. 
We believe it is important for the Fed-
eral Government to have a goal. 

One thing I point out, which is not in 
the bill; but we deliver on Saturday, 
mail which is 30 percent of the volume 
that you have Monday through Friday, 
but we use 100 percent of the fuel. So it 
would make sense if you are in the 
business place to quit delivering mail 
on Saturday. 

I understand that has some political 
ramifications, and thinking with our 
political minds instead of our business 
minds. I just say that is an example. 
Finally, we believe that a lot more re-
search has to be done. But I want to 
point out, Mr. Speaker, that Toyota is 
already on their fourth-generation hy-
brid. 

Unfortunately, many of the Detroit 
American motor companies are not 
that far along. But there is a lot com-
ing down the pike. The University of 
Georgia, for example is making ethanol 
out of sweet potatoes, left-over Coca 
Cola and watermelon. There are all 
kinds of ways to make ethanol in addi-
tion to using corn. 

These are the things that our bill 
does. You know, in Washington it is ac-
tually easy to agree to disagree. My 
friend, Mr. MILLER and I, we have no 
problem disagreeing agreeably. But 
what we need to do is agree to agree, 
which is much harder. Because when 
Republicans and Democrats agree to 
agree, we make progress, and some-
times the interest groups that sur-
round us from both parties really do 
not want that, because they are not as 
empowered as they are when we are 
fighting. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 742. An act to amend the Antitrust 
Modernization Commission Act of 2002, to ex-
tend the term of the Antitrust Moderniza-
tion Commission and to make a technical 
correction. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 94–304, as 
amended by Public Law 99–7, the Chair, 
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
CARDIN) as Co-Chairman of the Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (Helsinki) during the 110th Con-
gress. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 94–304, as 
amended by Public Law 99–7, the Chair, 
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the Senators as members of the 
Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (Helsinki) during the 
110th Congress: 

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
DODD); 

The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. 
FEINGOLD); 

The Senator from New York (Mrs. 
CLINTON); 

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KERRY); and 

The Senator from Maryland (Mr. 
CARDIN). 

f 

IRAQ RESOLUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, as already has been noted 
this evening, tomorrow the House will 
begin a 3-day debate on the question of 
whether or not we support the esca-
lation of the war in Iraq by supporting 
the President’s policy to send over 
21,000 additional troops to Baghdad, 
what is called the surge, but is in fact 
an escalation of the war and of the ex-
posure of our American troops in Iraq. 

It is an important debate, and it will 
be an important vote. It will be a very 
simple proposition: Either you support 
the escalation or you do not. This is 
the vote that the American people have 
been asking for now for many, many 
months. They certainly expressed it in 
the election. They have expressed it 
since the election where we see time 
and again they are telling the country, 
they are telling those of us who are in 
the Congress of the United States that 
they do not support this policy; they 
want an exit plan; they want our young 
men and women brought home from 
Iraq; and they want the Iraqis to take 
responsibility for the political deci-
sions that must be made if Iraq is in 
fact going to be a unified country, if 
Iraq in fact can proceed along a road to 
building democratic institutions and 
hopefully finally building a democracy. 

b 1945 

But none of that, none of that will be 
done by the troops from America. None 
of that can be done by the troops from 
America. The fact of the matter is that 
that must be done by the Iraqi people. 
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